ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

39
Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs) or prion diseases, such as and its partially protease-resistant forms (PrP Res ) (1). proteinase K (PK) digestion (4-6). Currently both of these atypical bovine prion strains, 56 which mainly affect older animals (7), are thought to be sporadic forms of bovine prion 57 diseases (8) and are still rare (less than a hundred cases identified worldwide).
58
It is suspected that one of these atypical strains may have instigated the C-BSE 59 epidemic as suggested, for example, by the fact that L-BSE strain can convert to C-BSE 60 following serial passage in mice (9 sensitivity for the C-BSE and L-BSE brain tissues using this substrate, we seeded RT- on-column refolding using a linear gradient into phosphate buffer and then eluted using an 220 imidazole gradient as previously described (25 
